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Merkel, Italian president 
discuss 
deadlock 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel (R) greets Italian Pres¬ 
ident Giorgio Napolitano on his arrival at the Chancellery 
in Berlin 


BERLIN, Germany (AFP) - 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel expressed confidence 
in Italian politicians' "sense 
of responsibility" after incon¬ 
clusive elections, at a meet¬ 
ing with Italy's president 
Thursday, her spokesman 
said. 

"The chancellor expressed 
her confidence in the sense of 
responsibility of the political 
forces in Italy who now have 
to form a government capa¬ 
ble of acting in this complex 
situation," Steffen Seibert 
said in a written statement. 

It was the chancellor's first 


comment on this week's Ital¬ 
ian elections, albeit through 
her spokesman. 

Merkel also wished Italian 
President Giorgio Napoli¬ 
tano, who also met his Ger¬ 
man counterpart Joachim 
Gauck here, success in carry¬ 
ing out his role in the process 
of forming a government, 
Seibert said. 

As well as Italy's post¬ 
election situation, their talks 
covered the advancement of 
the European Union and took 
place in an "amicable" atmos¬ 
phere, he added. 


The Ecolution and Wubbo 
Ockels; living an example 
of a sustainable future 



Ecolution under sail 


A well known, and well re¬ 
spected personage in Holland, 
Aruba's government wel¬ 
comed Professor Wubbo Ock¬ 
els from TU Delft and 
Holland’s first NASA/ESA 
astronaut as keynote speaker 
for the first Green Aruba Con¬ 
ference in 2010. He officially 
opened the conference with a 
brief history of his career as an 
astronaut and the revelation of 
seeing the earth from space. 
“We are all passengers on this 
Spaceship Earth,” he told the 
gathering, “and we must be 
very conscious of preserving 
the hull of this spaceship, 
which is the atmosphere that 
protects us from the dead 
nothingness of space.” 

In the fall of 2010, Professor 
Ockels was in the process of 
building the Ecolution, a two- 
mastered schooner that provides 
complete freedom and "auton¬ 
omy through innovation." 

He welcomed island 
media on board for a tour of 
this revolutionary vessel, 
whose name, devised by 


combining "Ecology" and 
"revolution," summing up 
Ockels' dream and philoso¬ 
phy for a sustainable future. 

The 26 meter (85 ft) sail¬ 
boat is completely automated 
in working the sails, which is 
powered by batteries distrib¬ 
uted throughout the inner 
deck of the boat. These are 
charged by the two enormous 
propellers attached to two 


separate engines. While oper¬ 
ating under sail power, the ro¬ 
tation of the propellers charge 
the batteries. Professor Ock¬ 
els explained this is how they 
have "complete freedom" 
from ports, as they use the 
energy to distill seawater and 
power the navigational 
equipments, lights, and gal¬ 
ley; it meets all their needs. 

Continued on pg 2 
















































2 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Friday, March 1, 2013 
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NOW Serving 
breakfast 
lunch and dinner 
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a week, 

delivery in hotel area 



Coffee $4.49 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
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Across from Radisson Resort 
£hind the "1^ Aruba sign" 


j 5 Burgers Aruba 

V 
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Delivery Available 11 am - 3 am 


The Ecolution and Wubbo Ockels; living an example 
of a sustainable future 


Continued from pg 1 



Dr. Ockels enjoys his onboard disco 



Captain’s Quarters 



There is no need to put into 
port to refuel. ’’This is what 
we have dubbed "Happy en¬ 
ergy” he jokes. 

The floating home is ele¬ 


gant. The sweeping design of 
the hull and the flexible 
masts were done by navel ar¬ 
chitect Gerard Dykstra. It is 
very modern, constructed of 


steel throughout. The re¬ 
tractable keel provides a rel¬ 
atively shallow draft, 
allowing the boat to be 
beached during low tide in 
more northern latitudes, then 
re-floated when the tide rises. 

The living area measures 
60 square meters, (600 
square feet) with spacious 
community areas and master 
bedroom, with two guest 
rooms. There are four heads 
onboard; one with a steam 
room. The galley sports elec¬ 
tric stove, microwave and 
dishwasher, all running effi¬ 
ciently off the bank of batter¬ 
ies. It is estimated to 
purchase such a vessel would 
cost between 4.5 and 5.5 mil¬ 
lion Euros (around 6.55 mil¬ 
lion dollars), but the project 
received multiple sponsor¬ 
ships from environmentally 
concerned organizations and 
financial institutions. 

"Sustainable living is not 
a matter of less, but of "it is 
different," explains Wubbo 
Ockels. 

"It is all about how energy 
is generated and since Ecolu¬ 
tion does it without using fos¬ 
sil fuels, in an 
environmentally sound man¬ 
ner, you can use it and enjoy 
the comfort." Every aspect, 
even the processing of 
sewage and waste water, has 
been designed to be of zero 
impact to the environment. 

The crossing of the At¬ 
lantic to Aruba was the boat's 
maiden voyage; it arrived on 
Sunday, January 20. Profes¬ 
sor. Ockels and his wife Yoss 
were joined by some of his 
students from the university 
as crew. 

The Aruban government is 
very proud to host the couple 
for an extended stay, during 
which Professor Ockels is 
lecturing to island youth 
about the ship, sustainability, 


and how they can 
do their part to 
secure their fu¬ 
ture. "When we 
talk of the future, 
it is their world, 
their well-being 
that is at stake 
here. They are 
the ones who 
will have to deal 
with the conse¬ 
quences of our 
actions in 50 
years." He is 
also offering his 
services as a con¬ 
sultant to the 
government on 
sustainability 
projects. It is the 
ambition of the 
present adminis¬ 
tration for Aruba 
to be 100% "sus¬ 
tainable" by 
2020, and they consider his 
input, as one of the most ac¬ 
tive and innovative advocates 
of renewable energy sources, 
invaluable. 

Ockels and his wife ad¬ 
mitted spending their "retire¬ 
ment" sailing around the 
world has been their dream 


since 25 years ago, when dur¬ 
ing their travels, they ob¬ 
served a couple similar to 
themselves doing it. "Of 
course, being me, I had to 
make something more of it, 
something bigger; I had to 
make it a statement for sus¬ 
tainable living." 

By Rosalie Klein 
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SukK 


% Sports Book* 


0 


OCCIDENTAL * 

HOTELS & RESORTS 


% & 
Poker Room 


Open 11am -11pm 
Simulcast of all mayor U.S. tracks 
Thoroughbred & Harness 

No Charge on Winner 

Poker Tournament 
Nightly 


Aura Casino: 


“Where players win" 




Mrs. Maria-Luisa Gonzalez 

Aura Casino at the Occiden¬ 
tal Grand is the place to play 
right now! The cash prizes 
are flowing out and happy 
players are leaving with big 
smiles on their faces. 

Recently, Mrs. Maria 
Luisa Gonzalez was one of 


those happy winners. Mrs. 
Gonzalez found her lucky 
streak in the newly renovated 
Aura Casino ’’where players 
win.” 

She won the beautiful 
amount of $3,594,50 while 
playing on the brand new slot 
machine “Grydon Gold 
Deluxe.” 

Another happy winner 


Mrs. Sara 

was Mrs. Sara Salamoni, 

who won a total amount of 
$3,016,90,- at the Aura 
Casino while playing on the 
brand new slot machine 

“Quick Hits.” 

Mrs. Mrs. Darlene Au- 
ment also decided to join the 


winners. Mrs. Aument won a 
total amount of $1,096,40,- 
playing the slotmachine "Ba¬ 
nana King." 

And the winning just con¬ 
tinues at the Aura Casino as 
Mr. James Edwards also 
finds his lucky streak in the 
Casino ’’where players win”. 

Mr. Edwards won a total 
amount of $2,000,- at the 


Salamoni 

Aura Casino at the Occiden¬ 
tal Grand while playing on 
the brand new slot machine 
"Bonus Poker." 

Mr. Dominique Carinci 
was also another happy win¬ 
ner after walking away with 
the nice sum of $2,500, won 
on the slot machine “Bonus 
Times." 

Not wanting to be left out 
of the winners circle at the 
Aura Casino Mrs.Hope La- 
casse also walked away with 
winnings summing up to 
$1250,-, won on the slot ma¬ 
chine “Bonus Times.” 

Staff & Management want 
to congratulate all the lucky 
winners and invite everyone 
to come and win at the Aura 
Casino at the Occidental 
Grand: “Whereplayers win .” 

The center of Aruba has 


Come and try your luck, 
maybe you can be one of 
Aura Casino’s next lucky 
winners! 


definitely shifted here at the 
Aura Casino, which happens 
to be smack-dab in the mid¬ 
dle of all the action on Palm 
Beach. 


Street to be named 
after beloved Dr. 
Arturo Saladin 



Aruba’s P.M. Mike Eman annouces the honoring of the late 


Dr. Arturo Saladin 

During the recent celebration 
of the Independence Day of 
the Dominican Republic here 
at the newly built Oranjestad 
Plaza Juan Pablo Duarte, 
Aruba’s Prime Minister an¬ 
nounced that the government 
has decided to honor de¬ 
ceased Dr. Arturo Saladin 
with a street in his name. At 
the Juan Pablo Duarte Plaza, 
Dominicans residing on 
Aruba gathered to celebrate 
the Natioal Day of the Do¬ 
minican Republic. 

Dr. Saladin was born in 
the Dominican Republic, but 
as a young lad came to Aruba 
where he grew up. Later, 
after receiving his training as 
a medical professional 
abroad, he returned to Aruba 
to make his contribution to 
the island he so loved. Sal¬ 
adin was an outstanding 
physician and became well- 
known and much loved by all 
who knew him. He was loved 
not only for his great expert¬ 
ise, but especially for his 


great heart and affection for 
people. 

According to the Prime 
Minister,... ”our recognition 
of Dr. Saladin with a street 
named after him, is a recog¬ 
nition of his great labor and 
also the labor of the Domini¬ 
can community on Aruba. 
Hence, we trust that God 
would continue to guide and 
conserve all our Dominican 
citizens with his love and for 
your love of the country 
you’ve adopted as your own.” 

The announcement from 
the Prime Minister was very 
well received by the Domini¬ 
can community here. Dr. Sal¬ 
adin was very well loved on 
Aruba. Aruba was the place 
where he grew up and a 
country he loved and where 
he chose for his final resting 
place. Many recall Dr. Sal¬ 
adin for his dedication, 
humor and amiability demon¬ 
strated to the Dominican 
community and to every 
Aruban. 
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tSAND BEACH LOUNGE 


DAILY HAPPY HOUR 4PM - 7PM 
2 FOR 1 ON ALL PREMIUM DRINKS! 


FOR RESERVATIONS 
CALL: 280-9967 


BEAUTIFUL LOUNGE AREA . BEACHTENNIS . VIP BOTTLE SERVICE . POOL WITH POOLBAR i* 
9 FLATSCREEN TVs . DELICIOUS FINGER FOOD MENU! - 


Linear Park* 

A sparkling project for Aruba 



Minister Otmar Oduber 
gives an update on Linear 
Park 

Minister of Tourism, Trans¬ 
port and Labor, Otmar Odu¬ 
ber, was very pleased to 
announce that after almost 2 
years, the Linear Park project 
will be finished within 2 to 3 
weeks. 


On Sunday, start¬ 
ing in the morning 
hours, Santa Rosa 
will conduct its 
Market Day on the 
Plaza Turismo. 

The Sports Min¬ 
istry, together with 
IBISA (Intituto BIba 
SAlud) - Live 
Healthy Foundation 
is organizing 
many sports activi¬ 
ties to take place on 
the plaza and also a miniature 
boat competition in the park. 

The project has attracted 
enormous attention. Total 
cost was 9 million Aruban 
florins and the public tender 
was won by the company 
Prosuinca, for the amount of 
4.8 million Aruban florins. 



He explained certain 
changes were required to 
construct a park that com¬ 
plies with specific standards. 
He is firmly convinced it will 
elevate Aruba's lifestyle and 
make it more attractive. 

The project had a delay of 
13 months. On Sunday, 
March 17, however, it will be 
inaugurated, just in time for 
our National Anthem and 
Flag Day celebration. 


Minister Oduber con¬ 
firmed once again that the 
project was finished within 
the amount budgeted, and 
that it did not cost Aruba one 
additional cent. Aruba saved 
4 million Aruban florins. 

There are still some small 
detail work to be done; a 
bridge in front of the Neph- 
tali Park which will be con¬ 
nected to a walkway, so the 
water can flow to the sea. All 


this will be finished within 3 
weeks. The construction 
works at Marina Surfside are 
ready. 

The boardwalk that fin¬ 


ishes in front of the Gover¬ 
nor’s mansion will be final¬ 
ized within these 3 weeks. 
Already observers report they 
can appreciate how beautiful 


it will look. 

Next week, the LED 
lights will be switched on and 
all the old light poles will be 
removed. 


ATENCION 


CAP Compania Arubano di Petroleo N.V. ta informa publico err general cu e compania REPSOL lo 

had un investigation di exploration sismico den lama rond di Aruba. 

• E exploradon sismico aki ta tuma luga den cumplimento di un contract entre REPSOL y CAP a 
base di articulo 3 y 4 di e "Petroleumverordening zeegebied Aruba'". 

• E investigation sismico lo cuminsa dia 15 di februari 2013 y lo dura mas of menos 40 dia. 

• E barco sismico SR/V VANTAGE to rastra un kabel cu un largura di 6 kilometer pa 9 kilometer y 
un diameter di 6 centimeter na un profundidad di 8 meter pa 10 meter bao di avva. 

• Dos otro barco di apoyo QMS RESOLUTION y ELIZABETH-C lo duna sosten logistico na e 
operacionnan di e investigadon y lo mantene comunicadon cu barconan den e area. 

• Tur actividad lo ta na un distand a di mas di 3 kilometer for di costa. 

• CAP N.V. ta had un petition na tur dono di barco pa coopera pa e investigation por tuma 
lugar na un forma sigur y adecuado. 

CAP Compania Arubano di Petroleo N.V. brings to the attention of the public in general that the 

company REPSOL will be conducting a seismic exploration survey offshore Aruba. 

• This seismic survey is conducted in fulfillment of a contract between REPSOL and CAP in accordance 
with articles 3 and 4 of the Petroleum Ordinance offshore Aruba. 

• The seismic survey will start the 15th of February 2013 and will have a duration of 40 days 
approximately. 

• The seimic vessel 8R/V VANTAGE will tow a submarine cable of 6 - 9 kilometers with a diameter of 6 
centimeter at a depth of 8 -10 meters below sea level. 

• Two support vessels QMS RESOLUTION and ELIZARETH-C will give logistical assistance to the 
operations during the seismic survey and will maintain communications with other ships in the area. 

• Ail seismic acquisition will be conducted at a distance of more than 3 kilometer from the coast. 

• CAP N.V, requests the co-operation of boat owners in order to ensure that the survey is conducted in a 


safe and proper manner. 
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Symbolism of Pope 
Benedict XVI's final day 
- Points 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) - 
Pope Benedict XVTs final 
hours as pontiff on Thursday 
were rich with symbolism 
that underlined the historic — 
and novel — nature of his res¬ 
ignation as leader of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Here are a few key facts 
about the historic day: 

Bells: The bells of St 
Peter's Basilica rang out as 
Benedict left the Vatican for 
the last time as sovereign of 
the world's smallest city state 
and leader of the 1.2-billion 
strong Catholic Church. 

The bell of the Senatorial 
Palace on the Capitol - Rome 
city hall — rang out as he flew 
over the Italian capital, offi¬ 
cially the pope's diocese. 

Last Tweet: The Vatican 
put out a final tweet on the 
85-year-old pope's Twitter 
account, which is now sus¬ 
pended until a new pope is 
elected. 

Benedict, who made his 
Twitter debut in December, 
told his 1.5 million-plus In¬ 
ternet "followers" in English: 
"Thank you for your love and 
support." 

Last Remarks: Benedict 
came out onto the balcony of 
Castel Gandolfo to bid a final 
goodbye in what was his last 
public appearance as pontiff. 

"I will no longer be pope 
but a simple pilgrim who is 
starting out on the last part of 
his pilgrimage," he said. 


Papal Guard: The Swiss 
Guards shut the imposing 
doors of Castel Gandolfo and 
left their posts to mark the 
exact moment Benedict 
stepped down. 

The guards — a military 
corps which dates back to the 
15th century — also changed 
from their colourful striped 
regalia into civilian clothes. 

Vatican Flag: The Vati¬ 
can's yellow-and-white flag 
bearing the papal insignia 
was lowered over Castel 
Gandolfo as soon as Benedict 
was no longer pope. 

Seals: Workers applied 
seals to the doors of the papal 
apartments in the Vatican in 
accordance with tradition, as 
well as to the private lift used 
to reach the apartments on 
the third floor of the Apos¬ 
tolic Palace. 

Fisherman's Ring: Bene¬ 
dict has entrusted his Fisher¬ 
man's Ring — a potent 
symbol of the papacy that is 
cast in gold for each new 
pope — to the "camerlengo" 
(chamberlain) cardinal who 
takes over Church affairs 
until a new pope is elected. 

In a tradition first estab¬ 
lished to prevent forgeries of 
papal documents during the 
interim period known as the 
Sede Vacante (Vacant See), 
the camerlengo will score the 
signet ring with an "X" at the 
cardinals' first meeting next 
week. 
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2013 Telephone guide cover is of “Quinta del Carmen” 


quinta del* carmgn 



Almost everyone has re¬ 
ceived their 2013 telephone 
guide. The cover of the guide 
portrays a beautiful house in 
Bubali; the manor with the 
name “Quinta del Carmen”. 

A complete story of the 


house and its surrounding 
land can be found on page 5 
of the Community Pages sec¬ 
tion. “Quinta del Carmen” is 
part of Aruba’s national mon¬ 
uments. 

The manor belongs to 


family Hammers who live in 
the house. 

Recently, representatives 
of SETAR Marketing Depart¬ 
ment and Aruba Yellow 
Pages handed the Hammers 
family a special edition of the 



2013 telephone guide. SETAR executive Mrs. Clem 

Photos show Mrs. Ham- van Heyningen and the cover 
mers receiving the special of the telephone guide. 

2013 telephone guide from 
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EU to cap banker bonuses, 
tighten regulation 
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Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 

US Congress passes 
Violence Against 
Women Act 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - The Eu¬ 
ropean Union has agreed new 
rules that will cap bankers' 
bonuses, blamed by critics 
for helping to drive the global 
financial crisis but also de¬ 
fended as crucial for the 
smooth working of the bank¬ 
ing system. 

The European Parliament 
and the EU's current Irish 
presidency agreed early 
Thursday how to implement 
Basel III, an internationally- 
agreed set of regulations 
which tighten capital require¬ 
ments in the hope of prevent¬ 
ing any repeat of the 2008 
banking collapse. 

The accord means that 
"for the first time in the his- 


WASHINGTON(AFP) - As 
US firm SpaceX prepares for 
its third launch to the space 
station Friday, NASA said 
there was nothing "particu¬ 
larly challenging" about a 
mission that a few months 
ago was unprecedented. 

Liftoff is set for 10:10 am 
local time (1510 GMT) in 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, to 
launch the unmanned Dragon 
capsule into orbit carrying 
some 1,200 pounds (544 kilo¬ 
grams) of supplies to the In¬ 
ternational Space Station. 

Forecasts give an 80 per¬ 
cent chance of favorable 
weather conditions. 

This is the second of 12 
planned trips in NASA's $1.6 
billion contract with SpaceX, 
the private company owned 
by billionaire entrepreneur 
Elon Musk. 

Their successful mission 
last October was the first ever 
commercial re-supply opera¬ 
tion to the ISS, a milestone 
for US efforts to reduce costs 
by privatizing the space in¬ 
dustry. 

SpaceX had earlier com¬ 
pleted a near flawless test 
flight to the ISS. 


tory of EU financial market 
regulation, we will cap 
bankers' bonuses," said MEP 
Othmar Karas, the negotiator 
for the parliament. 

Parliament had wanted to 
limit any bonus to not more 
than a banker's fixed annual 
salary but agreed it could be 
twice the size, on the condi¬ 
tion that shareholders for¬ 
mally approved such a 
payment. In this case, a quar¬ 
ter of the bonus would also 
be deferred for at least five 
years. 

Bonuses, paid either as 
cash, shares or both, are very 
volatile but can be many 
times a banker's fixed annual 


As NASA's ISS program 
manager Mike Suffredini de¬ 
scribed plans for the latest 
25-day mission, he empha¬ 
sized that the process has be¬ 
come routine. 

"This is not a particularly 
challenging event," Suffre¬ 
dini said of the launch and 
berthing at a televised pre¬ 
launch press conference 
Thursday. 

"This unique vehicle has 
become a very integral part of 
how we operate and use the 
space station," he added. 

SpaceX president Gwynne 
Shotwell, also speaking at the 
press conference, said the 
final pieces of cargo and sup¬ 
plies were being loaded for 
the trip, which was scheduled 
to take less than 24 hours 
from launch to berthing. 

Among the equipment on 
board, she added, are two 
grapple bars that will be 
transported in an unpressur¬ 
ized compartment of the 
spacecraft, a first for SpaceX. 

Also on board will be 
equipment for 160 experi¬ 
ments to be conducted by the 
space station crew, which 
currently consists of two 


salary, leading to charges 
they encouraged the risk tak¬ 
ing that left the banks over¬ 
extended and desperately 
short of funds in 2008. 

Earlier this month for ex¬ 
ample, Barclays chief Antony 
Jenkins said he would give 
up his 2012 bonus — esti¬ 
mated at 1.0 million pounds 
(1.2 million euros) — after the 
bank was fined for helping 
rig money market interest 
rates. 

In June, Stephen Hester, 
the head of Royal Bank of 
Scotland which was nation¬ 
alised by the British govern¬ 
ment to prevent its collapse, 
waived his bonus for a sec¬ 
ond year. 

Basel III was supposed to 
have been implemented from 
January this year but the 
timetable slipped steadily as 
the banks and some EU 
member states, especially 
Britain, baulked at the new 
rules, saying they would un¬ 
dercut management incen¬ 
tives and make the banks 
reluctant to lend. 

Basel III notably requires 
the banks to build up their 
capital buffers and reserves 
but in doing so, they argue, 
they have less money left to 
lend to businesses now strug¬ 
gling in a deep economic 
slump. 


Americans, three Russians, 
and a Canadian. 

On the return flight, 
Dragon — the only spacecraft 
able to bring cargo back to 
Earth for now — will be 
loaded with just over a ton of 
materials, including results of 
medical research. 

The capsule is scheduled 
for a splashdown landing off 
the coast of California on 
March 25. 

NASA has bet on SpaceX 
and other commercial ven¬ 
tures to take over for its fleet 
of space shuttles, which last 
flew in July 2011. 

Before SpaceX's success¬ 
ful mission in October, 
NASA had been relying on 
Russian spacecraft — but the 
Soyuz craft does not have 
room for cargo on the return 
flight. 

SpaceX says it has 50 
launches planned — both 
NASA missions and com¬ 
mercial flights — representing 
about $4 billion in contracts. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
After months of partisan 
delay, the US Congress 
passed the Violence Against 
Women Act on Thursday, 
reauthorizing protections 
from domestic violence and 
sexual assault for millions of 
women. 

The bill — a reauthoriza¬ 
tion of legislation first en¬ 
acted in 1994 but which 
includes new protections — 
passed the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives 286-138, with 87 
Republicans joining a united 
Democratic front in support 
of the legislation. 

The Republican-led House 
had first sought to greenlight 
a weakened version of 
VAWA similar to one they 
passed last year. 

But when that failed on 
Thursday, they turned around 
and passed the Senate ver¬ 
sion, which includes ex¬ 
panded protections for Native 
Americans, gays and undoc¬ 
umented immigrants. 

It now goes to the White 
House for the signature of 
President Barack Obama, 
who applauded the bipartisan 
passage. 

"This law has saved count¬ 
less lives and transformed the 
way we treat victims of 
abuse," Obama said in a 
statement, adding that the bill 
will also provide "critical 
support for both international 
and domestic victims of traf¬ 
ficking." 

VAWA funds police train¬ 
ing, domestic violence pre¬ 


vention clinics and hotlines, 
rape prevention programs, 
shelters for battered women, 
and help for teens caught in 
abusive relationships, among 
other provisions. 

A key sticking point for 
some Republicans had been 
the bill's introduction of new 
groups of individuals, a move 
conservatives said appeared 
to infringe on the rights of 
states to determine just where 
the assistance was to go. 

A bill passed by the House 
last year, months after the 
Senate's version passed with 
broad bipartisan approval, 
stripped out the specific men¬ 
tion of gays, Native Ameri¬ 
cans and illegal immigrants. 

However, the two cham¬ 
bers failed to reconcile their 
bills, and Republicans stood 
accused of essentially letting 
the clock run out on the pro¬ 
tections which VAWA sup¬ 
porters say have helped 
millions of women across the 
country. 

That triggered a backlash 
from Democrats like Senator 
Patty Murray, who said last 
month that "the House Repub¬ 
licans' decision to pointedly 
discriminate against these 
groups of women was stun¬ 
ning," and showed how the 
leadership was pressured by 
the far right wing of the party 
into allowing the bill to expire. 

According to the White 
House, domestic violence has 
dropped by 64 percent since 
VAWA first came into effect 
18 years ago. 
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International News 


Haiti's Duvalier: life 
was better with me 
in power 



US pledges first direct aid to 
Syria rebel fighters 


PORT -AU-PRINCE AFP) - 
Former Haitian dictator Jean- 
Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier 
angrily defended his rule 
Thursday at a hearing on 
whether he can be charged 
with crimes against humanity. 

Duvalier, who came to 
power as a teen, ruled with an 
iron fist until being ousted in a 
popular revolt in 1986 and fled 
into exile in France, returning 
just two years ago, tried to turn 
the tables on today’s Haitian 
rulers. 

He said people had in fact 
lived better under him. 

"What have you done with 
my country?" he asked the 
judge in a much-delayed ses¬ 
sion at which he confronted 
victims of his regime for the 
first time. His supporters in the 
courtroom cheered. 

Former opposition figures 
have accused Duvalier of de¬ 
ploying the feared Tonton Ma- 
coute militia and of complicity 
in murder, torture and kidnap¬ 
ping. 

The issue at stake in Thurs¬ 
day’s hearing was whether the 
statue of limitations on the al¬ 
leged human rights abuses has 
expired. 

Duvalier, 61, said on Thurs¬ 
day that when he was presi¬ 
dent, Haitians were indeed 
impoverished but things more 
or less limped along "and 


Haitians sent their children to 
school." 

Duvalier spoke so softly to 
Judge Jean-Joseph Februn that 
a court clerk had to repeat his 
words so everyone else could 
hear them. The judge had 
asked him if he assumed re¬ 
sponsibility for his actions as 
president. 

Duvalier said he had done 
his best to give the people of 
the western hemisphere's poor¬ 
est country a decent life. 

The judge at one point told 
Duvalier he was accused of or¬ 
dering illegal arrests, torture 
and political killings. 

"How do you answer?" the 
judge asked. 

Duvalier said: "Each time 
cases were reported, I inter¬ 
vened so that justice was ren¬ 
dered." 

Human rights groups, such 
as Human Rights Watch, ex¬ 
pressed satisfaction that Duva¬ 
lier was finally in court. 

Victims of his regime were 
in the courtroom, and were to 
testify later. 

A Haitian court decided last 
year that too much time had 
passed for Duvalier to be 
charged with crimes against 
humanity, which are protected 
by a statute of limitations. His 
alleged victims have appealed 
that decision. 


ROME (AFP) - The United 
States said on Thursday it 
would for the first time pro¬ 
vide direct aid to Syrian rebels, 
but not the arms they had 
hoped for, as well as $60 mil¬ 
lion in extra assistance to the 
political opposition. 

After talks with European 
and Arab partners and the op¬ 
position National Coalition in 
Rome, Secretary of State John 
Kerry said the United States 
would provide aid to fighters 
in the form of food and med¬ 
ical assistance. 

The move was a significant 
shift in US policy but fell short 
of rebel demands for Western 
backers to supply the rebellion 
with weapons or non-offensive 
military equipment, such as 
vehicles and body armour. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
Army private Bradley Man¬ 
ning told a military tribunal on 
Thursday that he leaked secret 
files on the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to WikiFeaks in 
order to start a "public debate." 

Speaking in a firm and as¬ 
sured voice to read a nearly- 
hour-log statement, Manning 
said that when he deployed to 
Iraq he found himself alienated 
from his comrades and at odds 
with an army that "seemed not 
to value human life". 

The 25-year-old, who is 
being held in military custody 
pending trial, said he would 
plead guilty to ten of the less 
serious of the 22 charges 
against him, but would deny 
aiding America's enemies, a 
crime which carries a life term. 

Even if the court agrees to 
pursue only the lesser allega¬ 
tions, Manning still faces 20 
years in military custody for 
leaking classified material to 
Australian activist Julian As¬ 
sange's WikiFeaks whistle- 


Coalition chief Ahmed 
Moaz al-Khatib, who stood be¬ 
side Kerry as he made the an¬ 
nouncement, expressed 
disappointment, suggesting the 
West was overly focused on 
the presence of Islamists 
among rebels. 

He also complained about 
weapons continuing to reach 
the regime of President Bashar 
al-Assad. 

Kerry said that, "for more 
than a year, the United States 
and our partners have called on 
Assad to heed the voice of the 
Syrian people and to halt his 
war machine. Instead, what we 
have seen is his brutality in¬ 
crease." 

The goal was to give the op¬ 
position the means to control 
areas it has seized from the 


blower website. 

Reading a statement to the 
tribunal, Manning said he had 
initially attempted to contact 
traditional media outlets — the 
Washington Post, the New 
York Times and Politico — be¬ 
fore deciding to pass the docu¬ 
ments to WikiFeaks. 

He sent the organization, 
which campaigns against gov¬ 
ernment secrecy and publishes 
leaked information on a secure 
website, two military logs of 
daily incidents during the US 
campaigns in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 


regime, to prove to Assad he 
can't "shoot his way out" of the 
conflict. 

"Working together, we've al¬ 
ready been able to do a lot... 
but today, President Obama 
has encouraged all of us to em¬ 
brace the notion that we need 
to do more." 

Kerry said the $60 million 
would strengthen the Coali¬ 
tion's organisational capacity, 
and help war-torn communi¬ 
ties with respect to sanitation, 
food delivery, public order, ed¬ 
ucation and medical care. 

Soon after Kerry's an¬ 
nouncement, the Coalition in¬ 
definitely postponed a meeting 
that was to have been held in 
Istanbul on Saturday to elect a 
premier and government for 
"liberated areas" of Syria. 


Manning said he had chosen 
to work with WikiFeaks as it 
seemed to him, from what he 
had read, that the group "ex¬ 
posed illegal activities and cor¬ 
ruption" and was "almost 
academic in nature." 

But he said he never aimed 
to put US policy or US person¬ 
nel in danger. 

Manning presented himself 
during the nearly-hour-long 
statement as a young soldier 
interested in "geopolitical mat¬ 
ters and information technol- 
ogy." 
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Romanci 


ONDAYTHRU SATURDAY 8-1 1 AM 

1 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 

WITH BACON, ANDJJNK SAUSAGES. 
POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


Lutu 


Afro open for Stone Grill Restaurant 8 Bar EveryDay From 5-7pm 


Dinner Salad 


Soup o? the day 


Lemon chicken Breast 


Petite Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet o£ Grouper 


IceCream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our Famous HOT 


.OCATED AT: 

playa Linda 
beach resort 
TE: 5 86 4046 


Dinner 

$ 24.95 

Early Bird Special 


Newborns of obese mums 
set for heart problems: 
study 


Health & Living 


Young US blacks see lives 
shattered by gun violence 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - In 
1998, Ismael Watkins was 
walking down a street when a 
bullet hit him in the neck. He 
never took another step. 

Today, the 3 3-year-old relies 
on a wheelchair to get around 
and still remembers those life¬ 
changing moments as if they 
had happened yesterday. 

”1 heard the shot, it hit my 
neck, another grazed my 
neck," Watkins told AFP, shar¬ 
ing how, at age 18, he had just 
become a father when his fate 
took a turn for the worse. 

Watkins' story is by no 
means unique. Every year, 
hundreds of young African 
Americans are wounded or 
killed by weapons in the 
United States. 

According to a 2012 report 
by the Children's Defense 
Fund, gun homicide was the 
leading cause of death for 
young blacks aged 15 to 19 
and they were eight times as 
likely to be victims than their 
white counterparts. 

Since 1979, 44,038 black 
children and teenagers were 
killed by guns, nearly 13 times 
more than the number of 
recorded lynchings of blacks 
of all ages from 1882 to 1968, 
according to the group. 

Recently, the fatal shooting 
of a young African American 
girl in Chicago just days after 
she performed at President 
Barack Obama's January inau¬ 
guration put a particularly 
poignant face on the issue, fur¬ 
ther fueling a political debate 
about how best to reduce 
arms-related killings in the 
United States. 

Watkins gains strength by 
attending support group meet¬ 
ings every Tuesday at Wash¬ 
ington's MedStar National 
Rehabilitation Hospital. 

Others in the Urban Re- 
Entry Group - all "individuals 


with violently acquired dis¬ 
abilities" — have similar sto¬ 
ries to tell. 

Among them is Kwame 
Dew, 38, who was leaving a 
club one night 13 years ago 
when he was gunned down. 

"All I remember is... (I) 
blanked out, then I'm in a hos¬ 
pital, couldn't talk, could do 
nothing," he said. 

Corie Davis meanwhile be¬ 
came a quadriplegic when, on 
August 30, 1999, a stranger 
lodged a bullet in his neck. 

"I actually don't know the 
person who shot me," said the 
now 33-year-old. "I have al¬ 
ways thought I was at the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time." 

To David Cole, a law pro¬ 
fessor at Georgetown Univer¬ 
sity, the plight of people like 
Watkins and his fellow support 


group members sheds light on 
the true face of gun violence in 
America, where the constitu¬ 
tion guarantees everyone the 
right to bear arms. 

While the focus of the pub¬ 
lic is on mass shootings such 
as the December massacre at a 
Connecticut elementary 
school that claimed 26 lives, in 
addition to those of the gun¬ 
man and his mother, "that's not 
the reality of gun violence in 
the United States," Cole said. 

"The reality is concentrated 
in the inner cities, among the 
poor, and the victims are over¬ 
whelmingly young black men 
and Hispanics," he said. "The 
reality of the right to bear arms 
in the United States is a young 
black kid scared with a gun in 
a back alley shooting at an¬ 
other young black kid (who is) 
equally scared." 


PARIS (AFP) - Newborn ba¬ 
bies of overweight or obese 
mothers have a thickening of 
the aorta, something that in later 
life is linked to heart disease, a 
small Australian study said. 

The arterial thickening oc¬ 
curred regardless of the child's 
weight at birth, according to the 
paper, published in a specialist 
edition of the journal Archives 
of Disease in Childhood. 

Doctors in Melbourne asked 
23 expectant mothers to take 
part in the investigation. 

The women's body mass 
was measured, and within 
seven days of birth, the doctors 
measured the baby's abdomi¬ 
nal aorta, the body's main ar¬ 
tery, using ultrasound. 

Women who were over- 


MALE (AFP) - A Maldives 
court has sentenced a 15-year- 
old alleged rape victim to 100 
lashes and eight months under 
house arrest after she admitted 
having had premarital sex in a 
separate incident. 

During a police probe into 
allegations that the girl had 
been raped by her stepfather, 
investigators uncovered evi¬ 
dence that she had had consen¬ 
sual sex with another man. 

"Though she has been sen¬ 
tenced she will be lashed once 
she turns 18," the court offi¬ 
cial, who asked not to be 
named, told AFP. "But the sen¬ 
tence will be enforced imme¬ 
diately if she wants it to be 
carried out now." 

Premarital sex is illegal 
under the Indian Ocean na¬ 
tion's strict Islamic law. 

The child's stepfather faces 
up to 25 years in prison if con¬ 
victed of rape and a murder 
charge, after he allegedly 
killed a baby which resulted 


weight or obese — defined as 
having a body mass index 
(BMI) of 25 or more — were 
likelier to give birth to a baby 
whose aorta wall was thicker 
(0.06 of a millimetre, 0.02 of 
an inch) than that of newborns 
whose mothers were a healthy 
weight. 

The higher the woman's 
weight, the thicker the wall. 

Aorta thickness is consid¬ 
ered a benchmark for potential 
artery clogging. 

The findings suggest a 
mother's weight could affect 
the risk of cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease in her child in later life, 
said the study. 

But further work is needed 
to explore this suspicion, it 
added. 


from his alleged rape of his 
stepdaughter. 

The premarital sex charge 
against the teenager has been 
condemned by rights groups 
and the government has urged 
leniency towards the girl, say¬ 
ing she had been traumatised 
by the repeated rapes by her 
stepfather. 

President Mohamed Wa- 
heed's spokesman Masood 
Imad told AFP that the 
teenager should be treated as a 
victim rather than a perpetrator 
of a crime, but clarified that 
she should nevertheless "feel 
the shame" for her offence. 

"She is not going to be 
lashed to cause her pain... 
rather, it is for her to feel the 
shame for having engaged in 
activity forbidden by the reli¬ 
gion," Imad said in a phone in¬ 
terview. 

It was unclear if the girl's 
male partner would also be 
charged with having premari¬ 
tal sex. 


Alleged rape victim in 
Maldives to be flogged 



TOKYO (AFP) - A 114-year-old Japanese woman was 
recognised as the world's oldest female, making the 
Asian nation home to the longest-living woman and 
man on the planet. Misao Okawa, a descendant of ki¬ 
mono merchants in the city Osaka, said she was "very 
happy" at receiving the honour - and a certificate to 
prove her longevity - from Guinness World Records. 
Okawa was born on March 5, 1898 and married in 
1919. She had three children, two of whom - a son and 
a daughter -- are still alive and in their 90s, Japanese 
media reported. The centenarian, who has four grand¬ 
children and six great-grandchildren, reportedly never 
had any major health problems but broke her leg at a 
comparatively young 102 years old. 
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Sci-Tech 


The next big smart¬ 
phone accessory: 
your car 



Volvo shows off smooth, snappy touchscreen infotain¬ 
ment system 


BARCELONA (AFP) - Auto¬ 
mobile giants at the world's 
biggest mobile fair are show¬ 
ing off a new technology that 
turns a car into a smartphone 
accessory, allowing a driver to 
use cutting-edge apps without 
veering off the road. 

Called MirrorLink, and 
adopted by 85 big manufactur¬ 
ers from Ford to General Mo¬ 
tors, Chrysler, Nissan, Honda, 
Hyundai, BMW, VW, Fiat or 
Renault, it connects a smart¬ 
phone and car entertainment 
system with a two-way audio, 
video and data link. 

MirrorLink requires a com¬ 
pliant car entertainment sys¬ 
tem and a smartphone with the 
software, which can be down¬ 
loaded. 

Drivers then can access 
their favourite apps. 

The apps must meet legal 
requirements for screens that 
face drivers, for example the 
text must be a certain size and 
some functions such as typing 
must be disabled while the car 
is moving. 

Eventually, the MirrorLink 
technology will feed other data 
from the car to the smartphone, 
such as speed, location and 
even weather. That information 
can be used to develop new ap¬ 
plications or improve other 
services, such as traffic news. 


The Car Conectivity 
Forum, which groups nearly 
all car manufacturers, was set 
up to develop the technology 
two years ago. 

The first MirrorLink com¬ 
pliant car entertainment sys¬ 
tems have been released by 
the likes of Sony and JVC, for 
installation into existing vehi¬ 
cles. 

The next step will be for 
manufacturers to build them 
into cars before sale. 

The new technology avoids 
problems posed by the "smart 
car" in which manufacturers 
weld a SIM card into a vehicle 
so as to offer driver services 
such as navigation, SOS re¬ 
sponse and door unlocking, as 
well as paid-for entertainment. 

One challenge is that the 
SIM card built into the car ties 
the owner to one operator for 
the car's life — up to 15 years. 
To overcome this, car makers 
are trying to agree on a stan¬ 
dard way to program the SIM 
card by remote. 

General Motors, one of the 
leaders in the field with its 
OnStar service offering navi¬ 
gation and help for drivers, 
announced before the show it 
will embed 4G connectivity in 
all 2015 model cars in North 
America. 
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Mobile phones to match globe's 
population in 2014: UN 


GENEVA (AFP) - The number 
of mobile telephones world¬ 
wide is set to catch up to the 
globe's population next year, 
the United Nations' telecom¬ 
munications agency said 
Thursday. 

The International Telecom¬ 
munication Union (ITU) said 
mobile subscriber numbers 
looked set to top seven billion 
in 2014. 

"More than half of all mo¬ 
bile subscriptions are now in 
Asia, which remains the pow¬ 
erhouse of market growth," the 
ITU said. 

By the end of 2013, overall 
mobile penetration rates will 
have reached 96 percent glob¬ 
ally, 128 percent in the devel¬ 
oped world, and 89 percent in 
developing countries, it added. 

"Near-ubiquitous mobile 
penetration makes mobile cel¬ 
lular the ideal platform for 
service delivery in developing 


countries," said Brahima 
Sanou, director of the ITU's 
telecommunication develop¬ 
ment bureau. 

The ITU also forecast that 
2.7 billion people, or 39 per¬ 
cent of the world’s population, 
would be using the Internet by 
the end of this year. 

Europe will remain the 
world’s most connected re¬ 
gion, with 75 percent Internet 
penetration, far outpacing the 
Asia-Pacific region at 32 per¬ 
cent, and Africa with 16 per¬ 
cent, it said. 

"Household Internet pene¬ 
tration — often considered the 
most important measure of In¬ 
ternet access — continues to 
rise. By end 2013, ITU esti¬ 
mates that 41 percent of the 
world’s households will be 
connected to the Internet," the 
agency noted. 

Over the past four years, 
household access has grown 


fastest in Africa, with an an¬ 
nual growth rate of 27 percent, 
it said. 

But despite a positive gen¬ 
eral trend, 90 percent of the 
1.1 billion households around 
the world that are still uncon¬ 
nected are in the developing 
world. 

It also highlighted dispari¬ 
ties in the field of broadband 
Internet. 

It said the star performers in 
terms of access speeds were 
South Korea, Hong Kong and 
Japan, alongside some sur¬ 
prises in Europe, including 
Bulgaria, Iceland and Portu¬ 
gal. 

The cost of fixed-broad¬ 
band services has dropped pre¬ 
cipitously over the past five 
years, declining by 82 percent 
if measured as a share of gross 
national income per capita, it 
said. 
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ACROSS 

1. Supped 
4. Me, myself, 

_ (2 wds.) 

8. Autos made in 
Munich 

12. Edison’s inits. 

13. Oz creator L. 

Frank_ 

14. Public disorder 

15. Temple’s 
“Good Ship” 

IT. Cutting tools 

18. Actress Lupino 

19. Judge’s field 


21. Alan Ladd role 

24. Begin 

27. Places for 
earrings 

28. Liverpool’s 
locale (abbr.) 

29. English fliers 
(abbr.) 

31. Roadhouses 

32. Tabby 

33. Inca country 

34. Eisenhower’s 
inits. 

35. Fourth-yr. 
students 

36. Makes gentle 

37. Temperature- 
taking spot 

39. Pieces 

40. Edible grain 

41. Flight height 


(abbr.) 

42. Moved rapidly 
45. Puts on a 
pedestal 

50. Cavity 

51. Geometric 
solid 

52. Org. that helps 
motorists 

53. Tiller 

54. Garden need 

55. Meddle 

DOWN 

1. One ocean 
(abbr.) 

2. Eastern “truth” 

3. “Electric” fish 

4. Remains 

5. Wine valley 

6. Twosome 
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12 
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7. Silicone 
treatment 

8. Strength 

9. Blend 

1 O. Suffering 

1 1. Holy ones 
(abbr.) 

16. Telephone 
wires 

20. Mo. with no 
holidays 

21. Slipped 

22. Car company 

23. “Li’l_" 

24. Smallest in 
importance 

25. Oreo filler 

26. Sultan’s wives 

30. Throw a 

tantrum 

32. Movie 
reviewers 

33. Broadway's 
LuPone 

35. Sauna setting 

36. Plowed 

38. Internet need 

41. The very best 
(2 wds.) 

42. “Hushr 

43. “The Raven” 
poet 

44. Angled annex 

46. Bambi’s mom 

47. Use a 
microwave, 
informally 

48. Listening 
locale 

49. Verbalize 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

FEB 23 - MRT 02 


O’stad : ‘ Botica Eagle ’ - S.N. ‘ 4 Centro Medico ’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A I Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Mever repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 


Bills to replace sequester 
cuts fail in US Senate 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Two 
competing bills aimed at avert¬ 
ing huge spending cuts failed 
Thursday in the US Senate, in¬ 
cluding a Republican effort that 
would have ceded authority to 
the White House to implement 
the reductions. 

Both bills fell short of the 60 
votes needed to advance, virtu¬ 
ally assuring that the $85 billion 
in indiscriminate, across-the- 
board cuts known as the se¬ 
quester will kick in after the 
Friday deadline 

With Democratic and Repub¬ 
lican leaders opposed to each 
other's plans there was little 
chance from the start that either 
bill would pass the Senate. 

Democrats want to raise new 
revenue by closing tax loop¬ 
holes for the rich — to replace 
about half the mandated cuts — 


accompanied by targeted reduc¬ 
tions. 

The Republican plan would 
seek no new tax revenue, but 
would give Obama broad "flex¬ 
ibility" to determine where the 
budget ax would fall within dif¬ 
ferent agencies of the govern¬ 
ment. 

Democrats accused Republi¬ 
cans of sitting on their hands in 
the hopes that the spending cuts 
actually kick in. 

Democratic Senator Chuck 
Schumer said Republicans were 
"dancing in the streets, happy 
with the thought that sequestra¬ 
tion will happen." 

Attention now turns to the 
Friday meeting that Obama has 
called with congressional lead¬ 
ers, and to next month's negoti¬ 
ations over funding for 
government operations for fis¬ 


cal year 2013. 

Despite the foregone conclu¬ 
sion of the votes, Republican 
Senator Chuck Grassley ex¬ 
pressed his frustration at the 
chamber's inability to avert a 
crisis long in the making. 

"You could have predicted 
this cliff 18 months ago," he 
told AFR "You wait until the 
last day to bring things up over 
here? Where does the fault he?" 

Republican House Speaker 
John Boehner called the Senate 
performance "embarrassing." 

The sequester was baked into 
law in 2011, when the White 
House and Republican leaders 
agreed on wide-ranging cuts de¬ 
signed to be so painful that they 
would force lawmakers to reach 
a more palatable compromise to 
rein in the massive debt. 


Dutch deficit to exceed eurozone norm 
until 2014: official 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - The 
Netherlands' deficit will ex¬ 
ceed the eurozone three-per¬ 
cent threshold until 2014, an 
official forecast said Thursday, 
with the centre-right coalition 
government not expected to 
take further austerity measures 
in 2013. 

The Dutch deficit will be 3.3 
percent this year and 3.4 per¬ 
cent in 2014, according to the 
Central Statistic Bureau's 
(CBS) deficit prediction, used 
by the government to plan its 
budget. It hit 4.0 percent in 
2012. 

"These figures are not 
good," Liberal Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte told Dutch public 


television. "They confirm what 
we've known for some time, 
that the country is going 
through a very difficult pe¬ 
riod." 

Rutte nevertheless noted 
that the CBS predicted the 
Dutch economy would return 
to growth in 2014, increasing 
by 1.0 percent of gross domes¬ 
tic product, after a contraction 
of 0.5 percent in 2013. 

Finance Minister Jeroen Di- 
jsselbloem, also the head of the 
Eurogroup, last year refused to 
speculate on possible further 
austerity measures as it be¬ 
came clear the deficit would 
exceed the discipline-driven 
European norm. 
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The head of the Labour 
party faction in parliament 
Diederik Samsom said it 
"would not be reasonable" to 
take further austerity meas¬ 
ures, given the need to stimu¬ 
late the Dutch economy. 

Dijsselbloem has been hold¬ 
ing talks with opposition par¬ 
ties on whether they would 
back possible austerity meas¬ 
ures to be taken in 2014, in¬ 
cluding raising taxes and 
further budget cuts, to lower 
the deficit to below three per¬ 
cent. 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 
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Asia has the world's 
most billionaires: 
survey 


BEIJING (AFP) - Asia has 
more billionaires than any 
other continent, followed by 
North America and Europe, 
according to a survey by a 
China-based wealth magazine 

There were 1,453 people 
around the world with a per¬ 
sonal wealth of $1 billion or 
more as of January, said the 
Hurun Report, a luxury maga¬ 
zine publisher that compiled 
the list. 

Asia had 608 billionaires, 
North America 440 and Eu¬ 
rope 324, it said in a statement. 

Among individual coun¬ 
tries, the United States and 
China dominated with 408 and 
317 citizens respectively on 
the list, followed by Russia, 
Germany and India. 

Mexican telecoms czar Car¬ 
los Slim, 73, was ranked as the 
"Richest Man on the Planet" 
with a personal fortune of $66 
billion. Slim also topped the 
Forbes magazine annual global 
rich list last year. 

US investor Warren Buffett 
and Amancio Ortega of Spain, 


founder of fashion brand Zara, 
were second and third in the 
Hurun Report list with net 
worth of $58 billion and $55 
billion respectively. 

It estimated the total wealth 
of the world's dollar billion¬ 
aires at $5.5 trillion, roughly 
the size of the Japanese econ¬ 
omy last year. 

"This past year has seen a 
rebound in the wealth of the 
private sector," it said, adding 
the net assets of the 10 richest 
people on the list rose 22 per¬ 
cent over the year, or $250 
million a day. 

Real estate, telecommunica¬ 
tions, media and technology 
and retail were the most com¬ 
mon sources of wealth, it 
added. 

Rupert Hoogewerf, chair¬ 
man and chief researcher of 
the Hurun Report, said the true 
number of billionaires in the 
world could be three times 
higher as some super-rich hid 
their worth. 

Hoogewerf, an accountant 
by training, previously com¬ 
piled the Forbes rich list. 


Pentagon to make quick 
decisions' on sequester cuts 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
Pentagon will make "some very 
quick decisions" on programs 
to be hit by automatic spending 
cuts under the so-called se¬ 
quester, a Defense Department 
spokesman said. 

"We will have to make some 
very quick decisions about pro¬ 
grams that we may need to pare 
back and so forth as a result of 
sequestration," Pentagon 
spokesman George Little told 
reporters, as time ticked away 
to reach a possible deal to avert 
the cuts. "We remain hopeful 
that some 11th hour deal can be 
reached by the Congress," Lit¬ 
tle said during a press briefing. 

"This is a deeply problematic 
situation for this Department 
and for others. We hope to avert 
it," he said. 

The Pentagon has warned 
that US military readiness 
could be hurt and public and 
emergency services curtailed if 
the cuts go through. 


Little said that "not every¬ 
thing will happen on day one," 
suggesting that trims to some 
military programs might be 
phased in later if a deal is not 
reached. 

Obama invited congressional 
leaders to the White House on 
Friday — the day the $85 billion 
in across-the-board cuts hit — 
for talks to avert the sequester. 

The painful, automatic 
budget cuts were envisioned as 
a mechanism to ensure the suc¬ 
cess of talks to cut the deficit, 
but no agreement has been 
reached and the sequester now 
is just hours away. 

Republicans blame Obama 
for the stalemate, saying the se¬ 
quester was his idea; the White 
House notes that the measure 
was endorsed by Congress, and 
at any rate, was never envi¬ 
sioned to actually go into force 
but rather as an incentive to get 
lawmakers to act on the deficit 
and national debt. 
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Brickell Bay Sand Beach lounge featuring 

live music this Sunday 



day through January at Brick¬ 
ell Bay Sand Beach Lounge. 

Marisela will be heating up 
Palm Beach for a very cool 
night each weekend beginning 
this Sunday, January 6, from 
6:00 to 9:00 PM. This is a per¬ 
former known for “bringing 
down the house,” so don’t 
miss this rare opportunity to 
enjoy some great entertain¬ 
ment and discover Aruba’s 
most stylish new nightspot. 


—Aruba’s newest lounge, 
Brickell Bay Sand Beach, in 
Palm Beach, created quite a 
stir with its recent opening, 
revealing a chic, unique envi¬ 
ronment that has strongly at¬ 
tracted island fashionistas as 
a relaxed, elegant place to 


while away the 
evening hours. 

The new 

eatery/nightclub 
has live music 
twice weekly, and this Sunday 
will feature on of the island’s 
most popular and dynamic en¬ 
tertainers of the last decade, 
Marisela and the Aquarius 
Band. She is back on Aruba 
for a limited engagement and 
will be appearing every Sun- 



Every Wednesday, The Ryders 
will be rockin’ the house from 
9:00 PM until midnight. Enjoy 
two for one drinks on all 
brands, even premium, from 
4:00 to 7:00 PM every Mon¬ 
day through Thursday, and 
from 5:00 to 7:00 PM on Fri¬ 
day and Saturday, with an ad¬ 
ditional late night “Happy 


Hour” on the weekends from 
10:00 to 11:00 PM. 

Brickell Bay Sand Beach 
lounge is located directly 
across the street from the 
South Beach Center. If you 
are wondering what is new 
and hip on Aruba, this is it! 


Pope arrives at Castel Gandolfo to 
begin retirement 



CASTEL GANDOLFO (AFP) 
- Pope Benedict XVFs final 
goodbye before he retires was 
met with tears and applause in 
the tiny hilltop town of Castel 
Gandolfo near Rome Thurs¬ 
day, where thousands had 
gathered to hear his emotional 
last words. 

’’Thank you, thank you for 
your friendship,” the 85-year 
old pontiff said as he stepped 
out onto a balcony of the papal 
residence here, smiling widely 
and holding out his arms to the 
crowd of flag-waving families, 
priests and pilgrims, who 
cheered wildly and chanted 
”Be-ne-detto!” 

Cathedral bells rang out to 
announce the arrival of the 
soon-to-be former pope, as 
local residents crowded onto 
balconies and rooftops sur¬ 
rounding the square of this 
mediaeval town, which has a 
bond with the papacy going 
back centuries, where locals 
have grown to know and love 
Benedict. 


After waiting for hours in 
the chill wind, chanting Hail 
Marys and huddling together 
for warmth, the crowd gazed 
eagerly up into the sky to 
catch a glimpse of the papal 
helicopter arriving from the 
Vatican, which Benedict left 
just minutes earlier for the last 
time as pope. 

Others could be seen tear¬ 


ing up as the pontiff told the 
crowd he was soon to be just 
”a simple pilgrim” like them, 
before blessing them and retir¬ 
ing into the palace, and out of 
sight from the world. 

Benedict will spend the first 
two months of his retirement 
here in the papal summer resi¬ 
dence perched high on a rocky 
outcrop with views of a lake 
and the sea, before withdraw¬ 
ing to a monastery within the 
grounds of the Vatican. 

”It’s a place he's come to 
love, an oasis of calm,” 
Monachesi said, pointing to 
Benedict's phrase immor¬ 
talised in a plaque on the town 
hall opposite the palace. 

It reads: "Here I find every¬ 
thing: a mountain, a lake, I 
even see the sea... and good 
people.” 



Castel Gandolfo 



US singer Anastacia 
cancels Europe tour due 
to cancer 


VIENNA (AFP) - US pop 
singer Anastacia has an¬ 
nounced she is cancelling her 
’’It's A Man’s World” Euro¬ 
pean tour after being diag¬ 
nosed for the second time 
with breast cancer. 

"Anastacia has sadly been 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
for the second time after hav¬ 
ing successfully survived her 
2003 battle with the disease," 
a statement on the singer's 
Facebook page said Thurs¬ 
day. 

"Consequently she has 
been forced to cancel all per¬ 
formances, tours and any 
travel from now until further 
notice.” 

The LS agency organising 
her concert in Austria mean¬ 


while confirmed the April 20 
date in Vienna had also been 
cancelled. 

Anastacia, 44, is best 
known for her chart-topping 
hits "One Day in Your Life,” 
”Tm Outta Love” and "Left 
Outside Alone.” 

”1 feel so awful to be let¬ 
ting down all my amazing 
fans who were looking for¬ 
ward to 'It’s A Man's World 
Tour’. It just breaks my heart 
to disappoint them,” the 44- 
year-old said in her state¬ 
ment, adding she hoped to 
plan a new tour soon. 

All tickets for the "It's A 
Man's World” tour, which 
was due to kick off in London 
on April 6, can be refunded. 
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Gold Coast Aruba: This is the time to invest 


5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 


—A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer some of the best 
breakfast bargains to be found 
in Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Walisever are living 
their dream: a home on para¬ 
dise while welcoming all and 
sundry to their proud under¬ 
taking, 5 Burgers Aruba. The 
couple’s fanatical dedication 
to giving their customers what 
they really want has resulted in 
a unique menu from an inter¬ 


nationally known franchise 
with a “5”, which now in¬ 
cludes breakfast. 

“You never get a second 
chance to make a first impres¬ 
sion,” believes Aaron. Upon 
entering 5 Burgers Aruba in 
The Village Mall in Palm 
Beach, one is struck by utterly 
spotless surroundings and a 
smiling, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, the 
main item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 


— Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away; we are very pleased by 


least is the future value of the 
investment. To further en¬ 
hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas; 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision. Aside from 
all this, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop- 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 


made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

However, beginning at 7 
a.m., patrons can now order 2 
eggs any style, (omelets with 
3 fillings are $7.99) toast and 
coffee with unlimited refills 
for the special introductory 
price of only $4.49, ($5.48, 
with bacon) or All-you-can-eat 
pancakes, for $6.99, again, 
with free refills on fresh cof¬ 
fee. Breakfast is served until 
11 a.m. Famous for their fries 
made from fresh potatoes, 
Aaron has been working for 
months on devising the most 
irresistible home fries recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
still on; after much testing and 
tasting, he got the thumbs up 
from his harshest critic, Rosie; 
so this is another treat you 
have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 


Farmer’s or Man Burger (al¬ 
most 12 ounces of choice 
beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons’ secret-recipe 
crispy onion rings. All of these 
can be personalized with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato... whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 


fries is enough to be shared by 
two. He was very amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment “He stole my 
recipe!” 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you’ll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
without it. This same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now open 
early until 10-ish at night; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district at now extra 
cost for orders over $50. Enjoy 
a great lunch without ever 
leaving the beach by calling 
586-3904. However, we sug¬ 
gest you stop by and enjoy 
their authentic, heartfelt hospi¬ 
tality; it is not unusual for ei¬ 
ther owner to sit and chat, 
sharing their knowledge of the 
island while making sure pa¬ 
trons are happy with their 
meal. 


the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 
Gold Coast Aruba which when 
complete will be a community 


of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas , The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement’s rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 


ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
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Formula Ones 

Webber 
fastest in 
wet 

Barcelona 

test 

BARCELONA (AFP) - Aus¬ 
tralia's Mark Webber clocked 
the best time of the day at a 
rain-swept Barcelona as the 
final pre-season test of the 
winter endured a soggy start 
on Thursday. 

The Red Bull driver timed 
lmin 22.693sec in the after¬ 
noon session after the morn¬ 
ing action saw drivers 
tentatively tackle a Catalunya 
circuit made treacherous by 
heavy rain. 

Former world champion 
Lewis Hamilton had been 
quickest in the morning but 
even his lmin 41.6Msec, off 
a modest total of 43 laps in 
his Mercedes, was a long way 
off the times set at the same 
circuit last week. 

Hamilton eventually put in 
113 laps, the most of any 
driver and improved his time 
to lmin 24.348 in the after¬ 
noon with France's Jean-Eric 
Vergne, in a Toro Rosso, the 
third fastest in 1:25.017. 

Hamilton has now com¬ 
pleted 2,040km over five 
days of winter testing, equiv¬ 
alent to nearly seven Grand 
Prix distances 

Meanwhile, Force India 
confirmed Adrian Sutil will 
drive for them in the new sea¬ 
son, signalling a return for 
the German after a 12-month 
absence. 

Sutil and Scotland's Paul di 
Resta will now be the team's 
drivers for the 2013 Grand 
Prix season, as they were in 
2011 . 

Winter testing in Barcelona 
will conclude on Saturday 
ahead of the season's opening 
Grand Prix in Australia on 
March 17. 
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Football: Madrid-United 
dash 'pure football' - 
Alonso 


MADRID (AFP) - Xabi 
Alonso has described Real 
Madrid's decisive clash with 
Manchester United at Old 
Trafford next week as "pure 
football." 

The ex-Liverpool man will 
be joined by former United 
favourite Cristiano Ronaldo as 
the Spanish champions try to 
overcome a disappointing 1-1 
draw at the Santiago Bemabeu 
in the first-leg between the two 
in their quest for a 10th Euro¬ 
pean title. 

"From the fans' point of 
view and because of the his¬ 
tory of both clubs, this meeting 
is pure football," he told 
Champions Matchday maga¬ 
zine. 

"For Cristiano, who wore 
the United shirt for many 
years, it is something even 
more special. It is for me too. 

"When I played for Liver¬ 
pool the games against United 
were very intense and impor¬ 
tant due to the rivalry that ex- 


T.xste of 


Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


isted between the clubs. 

"We know it is now a few 
years since Real Madrid won 
its last European title, but it is 
not easy to win this competi¬ 
tion because we are facing the 
best teams in Europe. 

"It doesn't have to become 
an obsession because this 
doesn't help, but yes it is an 
important objective." 

All eyes will be on Ronaldo 
as quite apart from his United 
past, the visitors' chances of 
progression would appear to 
rest on the Portuguese's broad 
shoulders and Alonso is confi¬ 
dent that the man who has al¬ 
ready scored 43 times this 
season will find the target 
again at his old stomping 
ground. 

He is one of the most ambi¬ 
tious players I have known, he 
has great desire and wants to 
score a goal in every game. 

"His physical capacity and 
technique is incredible. He is a 
complete player. He has a 
tremendous shot, he knows 
how to beat an opponent in 
one-on-one situations and how 
to find space and take advan¬ 
tage of it." 


Tennis: Djokovic, Federer 
into Dubai semi-finals 


DUBAI (AFP) - Roger Fed¬ 
erer earned himself a chance 
of revenge for his most disap¬ 
pointing defeat of 2012 by car¬ 
rying the defence of his Dubai 
Open title impressively into 
the semi-finals on Thursday. 

The five-time champion's 
6-2, 6-2 win over Nikolay 
Davydenko earned him a 
semi-final with Tomas 
Berdych, the dangerously flat- 
hitting Czech who halted Fed¬ 
erer in the quarter-finals of the 
US Open in 2012. 

The super-fast success also 
brought Federer within one 
win of a likely showdown with 
world number one Novak 
Djokovic, who hopes to mark 
his first tournament since re¬ 
taining the Australian Open 
title by regaining the Dubai 
title. 

Djokovic had earlier ex¬ 
tended his unbeaten sequence 
this year to 11 with a tram¬ 
pling 6-0, 6-3 success over 
Andreas Seppi which sug¬ 
gested that he will be very 
hard to stop. 

But Federer was on a roll 
too. His serve was in tremen¬ 
dous form, he moved with re¬ 
laxed authority, and he made 
some surprising ambushes at 
the net. 

The loss of only eight 
points on serve against Davy¬ 
denko was a remarkable statis¬ 
tic against a player who is no 
longer quite at his peak but 
who remains one of the best 
returners and most eye-catch¬ 
ing ground stroke hitters in the 
game. 

From the moment Federer 
achieved his third break, early 
in the second set, the outcome 
was already clear, and the only 
doubt was how long it would 
take. 


The answer was only 54 
minutes —10 minutes quicker 
than Djokovic's romping suc¬ 
cess. 

Berdych, the world number 
six, has continued to cope well 
with a schedule requiring him 
to travel 3,000 miles from 
Marseille where he contested 
the final on Sunday. 

There he beat Dmitry Tur- 
sunov 6-2, 6-1 in the semis. 

Now he beat the Russian 
wild card entry again, just as 
solidly, by 6-3, 6-2. Berdych 
also looked more comfortable 
than earlier during this week. 


Sport 
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NBA: Suns stun Spurs in overtime, 
Knicks beat Warriors 


SAN ANTONIO (AFP) - The 
Phoenix Suns made just two 
baskets from the floor in over¬ 
time, but it was enough to lift 
them to a 105-101 upset tri¬ 
umph over the San Antonio 
Spurs. 

The Spurs, returning home 
after a nine-game road trip, saw 
their 18-game home winning 
streak snapped. 

The Suns' Wesley Johnson 
drained a three-pointer at the 
buzzer in regulation to force 
overtime and Marcin Gortat 
tipped in the go-ahead basket 
with 1:07 in the extra period to 
help lift Phoenix. 

The Spurs, an NBA-leading 
22-2 at home coming into the 
contest, missed all 10 of their 
field-goal attempts in overtime 
as they fell at home for the first 
time since a loss to the Los An¬ 
geles Clippers on November 
19. 

While in New York The 
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Knicks withstood a dazzling 
54-point display from Golden 
State's Stephen Curry on 
Wednesday to post a 109-105 
NBA victory over the Warriors 
at Madison Square Garden. 

Curry's points total was the 
highest in the league this sea¬ 
son, surpassing the 52 of Okla¬ 
homa City's Kevin Durant 
against Dallas last month. 

But his individual effort was 
not enough against a Knicks 
team that received 35 points 
from Carmelo Anthony and 26 
off the bench from JR Smith. 

Tyson Chandler contributed 
16 points for New York and 
grabbed a career-best 28 re¬ 
bounds. 

Curry and the Warriors 
nearly claimed the victory de¬ 
spite the absence of David Lee, 
serving a one-game suspension 
for his role in an altercation 
with the Pacers' Roy Hibbert at 
Indiana on Tuesday that in¬ 
cluded several players and saw 
the shoving match spill into the 
spectator area behind the bas¬ 
ket. 

Curry made 11 of his 13 at¬ 
tempts from three-point range, 
one short of the league single¬ 
game record. He added seven 
assists and six rebounds. 

Carl Landry scored 15 


points and Jarrett Jack 
chipped in 14 for the 
Warriors. 

Curry became the first 
player to score at least 50 
points at Madison Square 
Garden since LeBron 
James did it with the 
Cavaliers in 2009. 

He scored or assisted 
on Golden State's last 20 
points. By then the New 
York crowd was cheering 
him, but the Knicks held 
the Warriors scoreless for 
the last two minutes of 
the contest. 

After Raymond Felton 
denied Curry's jump shot 
with 1:28 remaining and 
the score knotted at 105- 
105, New York's Smith 
made a jump shot that 
gave the Knicks the lead 
for good. 


Kim Jong-Un , Rodman 
watch basketball game 



BEIJING (AFP) - In a dispatch from Pyongyang, China's 
official Xinhua news agency said that the North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-Un watched a basketball game with for¬ 
mer Chicago Bulls' star Dennis Rodman on Thursday. 
Nicknamed "The Worm" and famed for his changing hair 
colour, Rodman landed in the isolated state this week 
with tensions high following the North's third nuclear 
test earlier in February. He arrived in Pyongyang on 
Tuesday with members of the Globetrotters on a good¬ 
will visit to engage in "basketball diplomacy". The game 
consisted of 12 players from North Korea and four Glo¬ 
betrotters divided up into two teams. 


Boxing: Unbeaten Ugandan 
faces Cuba's Abril for crown 



LAS VEGAS (AFP) - Unde¬ 
feated Ugandan Sharif Bogere 
44 The Lion” has his first 
chance to fight for a world title 
on Saturday when he faces 
Cuba's Richar Abril for the 
World Boxing Association 
lightweight title. 

Bogere, 23-0 with 15 
knockouts, has not gone past 
the third round in his past three 
fights, the most recent a sec¬ 
ond-round knockout of Mexi¬ 


can southpaw Manuel Leyva 
last June. 

"I have been waiting my 
whole life for this chance. 
Fighting for the WBA title is 
an opportunity of a lifetime," 
said the 24-year-old African. 

"Uganda is one of the poor¬ 
est countries on the planet. 
Most people don't know how 
hard it's been to get from 
where I started to where I'm at 
now. I'm confident that after 


Saturday, people will know my 
name and know who I am." 

Abril, 17-3 with one draw 
and eight knockouts, has not 
fought since losing a split de¬ 
cision to unbeaten American 
Brandon Rios last April. 

Rios, 30, failed to make 
weight for the fight and moved 
up, leaving the title open until 
the WBA named interim Abril 
the full champion ahead of the 
Bogere bout at Las Vegas. 

"I had no idea it was hap¬ 
pening. It was definitely a sur¬ 
prise, but it was a great 
surprise," Abril said. "Every 
fighter has aspirations of be¬ 
coming a world champion. 

"Anybody who watched ab¬ 
solutely knows I beat Brandon 
Rios and that I deserved the de¬ 
cision. Ever since then, in my 
heart, I always considered my¬ 
self the WBA champion. The 
WBA only made it official." 

Bogere, however, will make 
him earn his throne in the ring. 









































16 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Friday, March 1, 2013 



ARUBA 

2 LOCATIONS ON 
L G SMITH 8LVD 


EFFYJEWELRY.COM 


\ / 

"••• / EFFY HOLIDAY 

* JEWELRY GIFT 

# FREE 

Vk CARAT 

GEMSTONE PENDANT 


Mention this ad and 
receive a free V 2 carat 
gemstone pendant 





GEMSTONE 

EARRINGS 

$10.00 

Matching 1 carat 
total weight gemstone 
earrings 



SIGNATURE 

COLLECTION 

$1695 

Inspired by the 
beauty and power 
of the panther 


1.877. ASK,EFFY 


Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotion. 

No purchase necessary to receive the free 1/2 carat gemstone pendant. Limit one pendant per person. 


Alaska Aruba Bahamas Cozumel Curasao Grand Cayman Grand Turk New York Roatan San Juan St.Kitts St.Lucia St. Maarten St.Thomas 


Qualifying competition for swimmers 




— Last weekend the Aruba 
Swimming Federation held 
their last qualifying swim¬ 
ming competitions at the 
Roly Bisslik Olympic Pool. 
This was the last chance for 
swimmers to qualify for 
CONSANAT -Confederacion 


Sudamericana de 

Natacion,(the South Ameri¬ 
can Swimming Confedera¬ 
tion, which oversees 
international aquatics com¬ 
petitions among South Amer¬ 
ican countries) and 
CARIFTA (the Caribbean 


Free Trade Association) an 
annual junior track and field 
championship meet organ¬ 
ized among the English- 
speaking countries of the 
Caribbean and the French 
and Dutch Antilles. 

The event was held for 
athletes of all ages, although 
CONSANAT is only for ages 
13-14 and 15-17 categories 
and CARIFTA in the 11-12, 
13-14, and 15-17 categories. 

Arends and Tyreke Wemet 
qualified, and, together with 
Rebecca Maduro, Allyson 
and Gabrielle Ponson, 
Daniella van den Berg, Mikel 
Schreuders and Jordy Grot- 
ers, they will represent Aruba 
in the Campeonato SurAmer- 
icano competition to be held 
in Chile from March 14-17. 

Those who qualified for 
CARIFTA are: 

11-12 years: 

BrandonCheong, 
Keyshawn Godet, Daniel Ja¬ 
cobs, Flory Kock, Keeley 
Maduro, Anahi Schreuders, 
Elisabeth Timmers, Alejan¬ 
dro Timp. 

13-14 years: 

Ginayla Arends, Andrea 
van den Berg, George den 
Dunnen, Lizanne Kelly, 
Patrick Groters, Rebecca 


Maduro, Junice Martin, Ed¬ 
ward Mulder, Mikel Schreud¬ 
ers, Tyreke Wernet, Joseph 
Winterdal. 

15-17 years: 

Daniella van den Berg, 
Jordy Groters, Cindy 


Maduro, Allyson Ponson, 
Gabrielle Ponson, Marc 
Willems. 

They will represent 
Aruba at the CARIFTA 
championships in Jamaica, 
also in March. 
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